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The Harrison Firm, LLC

PROTECT YOUR LEGACY & 
PLAN FOR YOUR FAMILY WITH 
A GEORGIA ESTATE PLAN
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Are you trying to juggle raising your kids, working, trying to take care of yourself, and now 
caring for an aging parent? That makes you part of the Sandwich Generation. You are not 
alone—almost half of America’s 30-and-40-and 50-year-olds are in the same boat.

The Sandwich Generation is responsible for managing a multi-generational family unit, and planning 
for the future of your loved ones is vital. Establishing an estate plan is key to protecting your legacy 
for your family’s future. 

Estate planning is for every husband, wife, mother, father, grandparent, business owner, profession-
al, or anyone else who has someone they care about and wish to have their valuable assets protect-
ed. Estate planning ensures your wishes are carried out on your behalf if you cannot do so yourself. 
Your estate plan is “life planning” and an essential and rewarding process for individuals and families 
who engage in it.

If you do not have an estate plan in 
place, then state laws and courts will 
decide who gets your assets, make 
healthcare or financial decisions, and 
who will take care of your children if 
you are unable to do so. 

This e-book outlines who needs an es-
tate plan, why an estate plan is essen-
tial, when to begin your planning, what 
is included in an estate plan, and how 
to create the right estate plan for you 
and your family.

WHO NEEDS ESTATE PLANNING?

It is a common myth that estate planning is only for the wealthy, nothing 
can be further from the truth. Estate planning is for everyone. 

If you own property and assets or have loved ones that depend on you to 
provide for their income or care, you need an estate plan. Estate planning 
is something everyone needs to think about regardless of value of their 
estate, or marital status. If you have a bank account, retirement fund, own 
a car, home, or other property—you have an estate. 

More importantly, if you have a spouse, minor children, or other depen-
dents, an estate plan is important for protecting their interests and any 
future needs.
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WHY IS AN ESTATE PLAN IMPORTANT?

Estate planning is essential for people of all ages, but the need for 
planning becomes even more critical as we age. Many people avoid 
estate planning because they do not want to think about the end of 
life, failing health, or disability. Others believe that an estate plan is 
only for wealthy. However, an estate plan is helpful for the senior 
adult and their families regardless of overall wealth. 

Consulting and planning with an attorney will ensure that all options 
are explored, and the best possible solution is utilized for you and 
your loved ones. An attorney can assist you in planning, provide 
explanations and prepare the paperwork. 

WHEN DO YOU START CREATING YOUR ESTATE PLAN?

Many advisors recommend starting an estate plan when you become an adult and updating it every three 
to five years. Why start an estate plan at 18? At this age, you are responsible for your finances, healthcare 
in some states, and power of attorney. 

There are everyday life events that warrant prioritizing your estate plan that you should not ignore. No 
matter your age, these major life events should be a reason to start or update your estate plan: 

• Home or other property owner-
ship

• Marriage, divorce, or remarriage
• First child, and updating your 

estate plan after each one
• Inheritance of money or other 

assets
• Grandchildren or other births in 

the family

Without an established estate plan, 
your assets are not adequately pro-
tected. Georgia state law controls 
what happens to your assets without 
estate planning and may not align 
with your intentions for your estate.
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WHAT IS ESTATE PLANNING?

Estate planning is the process of providing specific instructions as to 
how you want your money, property, and other valued assets dispersed 
upon your death. It includes decisions about your medical care and final 
arrangements, as well. Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney, and Advanced 
Directives for Healthcare are the primary estate planning documents you 
need.

An estate may be all the property owned both individually and jointly, 
including bank accounts, real estate, jewelry, etc. Without an estate plan, 
it is not easy to carry out a person’s wishes and can lead to a lengthy pro-
bate process that can be very expensive. If an estate plan is in place, it can 
provide peace of mind. 

Start with an estate planning checklist to better understand all 
the essential legal documents in an estate plan. 

HERE ARE SOME ACTIONS AND QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD CONSIDER WHEN 
CREATING YOUR ESTATE PLAN WITH AN EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY. 

For the Sandwich Generation, you should go through this checklist for 
your plan and any living elders in your care. 

Do you need a Last Will and Testament? 
This type of document details: 

 � What will happen to your assets upon your 
death?

 � Who will take care of minor children?
 � Must go through probate court. 

Do you want to avoid Probate Court? 
 � Implementing a trust along with a Last Will 

and Testament 

Do you need a Trust?
 � This document is a contract between you 

(the Grantor) and another person (the 
Trustee).

Who would want a Trust?
 � Business owners 
 � Assets in multiple estates
 � Loved ones with special needs
 � Long-term care planning

Start your plan with a Will and/or Trust: 
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Who your 
beneficiaries are: 

Who will inherit your property 
after death? 

 � Family member
 � Close friends or loved ones 
 � Charity 

Plan for the care 
of your children: 

Do you know who will be your 
minor children’s guardian? 

 � The court ultimately makes 
this decision, but significant 
consideration is given to 
the individual you elect as 
guardian. 

Which type of trust do you need? 
 � Each type of trust serves a particular purpose and advantages, depending on your situation. 
 � A Revocable Trust can be modified after the document is created.

 { The primary benefits include probate avoidance, managing inheritance for children outside the 
court, and distributing assets to children beyond the age of 18. 

 � An Irrevocable Trust is very difficult to modify after creation.
 { The primary benefit is that it protects from creditors, lawsuits, ex-spouses, Medicaid, and other 

potential financial risks.
 � A Special Needs Trust is specifically designed to benefit those with disabilities.

 { Ensures the beneficiary does not become ineligible for government benefits due to an increase 
in assets. 

 { Appoints a “Trustee” responsible for making financial decisions in the best interest of a special 
needs loved one.
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Questions to ask yourself 
when selecting a future 
guardian:

 � With whom does your minor already have a 
relationship? 

 � Does the potential guardian have other minor 
children or a similar parenting style?

 � Do you have religious concerns or preferences?
 � Would your minor have to relocate or still have 

access to other family members? 

Establish Powers of 
Attorney and Advance 
Directive for Healthcare

 � Who is your Power of Attorney?
 { Who will handle your financial matters if 

you are not able to? 
 � Who is your Healthcare Agent?

 { Who will handle healthcare decisions if 
you become incapacitated? 

 � Establish how you want your remains 
handled:

 { How will your remains be disposed of? 
• Cremation 
• Burial 
• Other

 � What other instructions do you want for your 
funeral arrangements?

 { Where do you want to be buried?
 { Where do you want your ashes to 

remain?
 { What do you want your funeral to look 

like?   

What is the outcome of not having these 
documents?

 � Without establishing these documents, your 
loved ones would have to go through the 
court process to appoint someone to these 
roles. This process can be time-consuming 
and costly for your loved ones. 

Designate proper asset 
ownerships and beneficiaries 
in your estate plan:

 � How are your assets titled? 
 { Trust 
 { Sole ownership
 { Joint tenancy
 { Tenancy in common
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HOW DO YOU ESTABLISH AN 
ESTATE PLAN IN GEORGIA?

The Harrison Law Firm, LLC can help you build an 
estate plan to fit your needs and protect your lega-
cy. We make comprehensive and customized estate 
planning easier for you.

Your estate planning attorney should help you safe-
guard your estate for every shift in life. As your chil-
dren grow up, marry or divorce, or sell or purchase 
a new property, your asset protection needs will 
change. Our Georgia law firm can help you update 
your estate plan to secure your assets and pass on 
your legacy to your intended loved ones.

You are unique, and your estate plan should be as 
well. We make comprehensive and customized es-
tate planning easier for you, your children, and your 
aging parent. 

We can help gain control and peace of mind knowing your 
assets and family are taken care of after you pass. You can age 

with dignity in your golden years of life.  

CONTACT US TODAY! WE WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS YOUR 
ESTATE PLANNING NEEDS TO PROTECT YOUR LEGACY.

2302 Parklake Drive, Suite 420
Atlanta, GA 30045

(404) 883-2045
harrisonfirmllc.com

https://harrisonfirmllc.com/contact-us/

